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Complainant,

V.

Representative Mike Bishop

P.0.Box 1148
Brighton, MI 48116

Mike Bishop for Congress and Valerie Tillstrom, Treasurer
P.O. Box 1148
Brighton, MI 48116
Respondents.
COMPLAINT
Complainant files this complaint with the Federal Election Cémmission (the “FEC” or
“Commfssion”). under, 52 US.C. § 30109(a)(1) against Representative Mike Bishop and his
authorized.committee, Mike Bishop for Congress and, its treasurer, Valerie Tillstrom, in her
official capacity (collectively, “Respondents™) for violating the Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971, as amended (“the Act”) and FEC regulations. As this Complaint details, Representative

Bishop and his authorized committee, Mike Bishop for Congress, have misled the public by

failing to include any disclaimer at all on Respondents’ contribution website page located at

https:/rally.org/covers/b9PEeeifoN5/contribute. Thie Cominiission should act immediately to
investigate the full scope of this violation, ensure it ceases immediately, and seek the appropriate

financial penalties.


https://rallv.org/co.vers/b9PEeeJfoN5/contribute

A. FACTS

Representative Mike Bishop is a candidate for reelection to the United States House of
Representatives.! Mike.Bishop for Congress is the Congressman’s principal campaign
committee.” On March 29, 2016, Respondents sent an email to voters asking that they contribute
to the Congressmari’s campaign.? Respondénts’ email included a link to Respondents’ website
page on www.rally.org that appears to have been created to raise funds specifically for
Representative Bishop’s campaign.® However, that website does not identify who paid for -it.s
B. LEGAL DISCUSSION

Under the Act, when a political committee solicits a contribution through any type of
general public political advertising, the communication must state that it is paid for by the
authorized political committee.® Moreover, the Commission’s regulations clearly state that all
Internet websites of political committees available to the general public must contain a
disclaimer explaining whether the communication was authorized and/or paid for by a candidate,
candidate’s committee, or agent thereof.” A communication that is authorized by a candidate,
authorized committece of a candidate, or an agent thereof must contain a disclaimer that clearly
states that the communication was paid for by the authorized political committee of the
candidéte;' |

Here, in blatant violation of the Commission’s rules, Respondents failed to include any

disclaimer at all on the campaign’s website at www.rally.org, an Internet website which is

' FEC Form 2, Mike Bishop Statement of Candidacy (Jan. 01, 2015),
hitp://docquery fec.gov/pd£261/15970355261/15970255261:pdF.
Jd. '

3 See Exhibit A. _

1 Id. See also liitps://rally.orgg/covers/b9PEeé)foNS/contribuite.
s See Exhibit B. ' '

¢52 U.S.C. § 30120(a)(1).

?See 11 C.F.R. § 110.11¢a)(1), (b)1).

"1d. § 110.11(b)(1).



http://www.rallv.org

available to the general public. Disclaimers are required under the Act to keep the public
informed and to hold campaigrs accountable. By failing to include the required disclaimer,

Respondents are not only misleading the public about who paid for their webpage on

-www.rally.org, but are also clearly violating the law. Because Respondents have violated 52

U.S.C. 30120(a) and 11 C.F.R. § 110.11(b) by failing to include any disclaimer on their
confribution page at www.rally.oig, the FEC should undertake an immediate investigation.
C. REQUESTED ACTION

As we have shown, it is likely that Respondénts have violated the- Act and Commission
regulations. We respéctfully request that the Commission investigate these apparent violations,
including whether they were knowing and willful. Should the Commission determine: that
Respondents have violated the Act, we request that Respondents be enjoined from further

violations and be fined the maximum amount permitted by law.

Sincerely,

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this () _day of 3wty 2016.

i..
N'odry Public
| N I AMBERPERRY
nmissi irass 77, Notéry Publ
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From: breaking@electmikebishop.com <breaking@electmikebishop.com>
Date: Tue, Mar 29, 2016 at 11:11 AM

Subject: Target: Michigan
To: XXXXXXXXX

POLITICO: DEMOCRATS FOCUSING ON MICHIGAN

| want to make sure you saw this breaking news: Washington Democrats
have made Michigan the centerpiece of their strategy to retake the
House in November. '

This means that Mike Bishop’s race will be one of the most |mportant races in
the country this November.

Our upcoming FEC fundralsmg deadline is in just three days, and we are still
short of our goal. If we can't raise another $12,450 by midnight on -
Thursday, we will be giving the Democrats a huge advantage just as the
election is heating up.

Chip in today to make sure we don’t fall short.

Nancy Pelosi’s plan to replace Mike with someone who supports her extreme
liberal vision for America rests on outspending us this November. With help
from our grassroots network, we won’t allow that to happen.

Use this secure link to chip in today and help us reach our goal:
https://rally.org/covers/b9PEeeJfoNS/contribute

Thank you,
Team Bishop

CONTRIBUTE.



mailto:breaking@electmikebishop.com

.| T

Paid for by Mike Bishop for Congress

Contributions are not tax-deductible for federal income tax purposes. Federal law limits:
cortributions to $5,400 per person ($2,700 for the primary ¢lection, $2,700 for the general
election). No. corporaté contributions or contributions from foreign nationals or casli dofiations;
please. Federal law requires: us to use our best efforts to collect and report the name of employer
for each individual who contributions aggregate in excess of $200.in a.calendar year.

Unsubscribe:
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Bottom of Page on www.rally.org
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